Synergistic cytotoxicity. II. In vitro arming of monocytes and T cells by a heat labile fraction of human plasma.
In a previous paper we demonstrated that freshly obtained human plasma contain a heat labile nonantibody factor that induced human mononuclear cells to become nonspecifically cytotoxic toward xenogeneic but not allogeneic RBC targets. We now present evidence that this factor has a loose affinity for human monocytes and human T cells and can arm then to kill xenogeneic RBC targets. Furthermore, proteolytic enzymes markedly enhance this arming effect. This ability to be armed by a heat labile component found in fresh human plasma and the fact that proteolytic enzymes markedly enhance cytotoxicity clearly dissociate this model of nonspecific cytotoxicity for previously reported NK models.